The acoual MRI films as well as the inter-
pretacions were then put in the hands of
Gushues Canadian health are providers.
Now some answers were possible.

It was discovered thar Gushue had 3 rever-
al of
which was described as being one of the

the normal curvature of her nock,

worst cases the doctor had ever seen. In addi-
tion, the MR indicated thar there were some
bulging discs in her neck, onc of them
bulging so close to her spinal cord thar there
WS I'Iﬁll].lll‘a: [Ilit ll‘.:”:l.' ﬂ.uld.l.l IJL_ Ii{}:"l.'.

Mot only did che precisz and prompe diag-
nostic work of Universal Imaging play an
integral pare, bur also Dr. Greg Cooper of
AIM was dearly the caalyst o Gushues
peace of mind.
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A acident due 16 the vestrirted wie of her el am
T showkder 2nd neck

MNow, armed with the knowledge of her
injuries, Gushue can continue o make
choices dedicated 1o 2 return o oprimum
health, When asked abour her decision o
seck healeh care in the US she responds, “If |
had to do it all over again, [ wouldn't change
a thing."

Oue Kjeldsens nasal sounding voice
would make you think that he was suffering
from 2 hornble cold. A cold would have been
a wekome aliernative o Kjdldsen who was
actually suffcring from sinus  polyps.
Slecping, brearhing and speaking boecame
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everyday struggles for this S4-year-old
Mooretown entrepreneur.

With a fair geographical distance between
Kicldsen and the IHP Windsor office, email,
fax machines and Purolator became the
commumication wols of choice.

Faced with corporate concemns and travel,
IHP and Henry Ford Hospital (www.henry-
ford.com), 2799 Wt Grand Boulevard in
Detroir, Michigan bent over backwards o
accommodate Kjeldsen’s scheduling needs.

After his consultation with Dr. Scou
Mclean, a Henry Ford Group physician
from the Deparrment of Otolaryngology,
Kjeldsen underwent surgery to remove all
sinus polyps.

My follow-up phone call was intercsting,
as pot only did 1 not recognize Kjeldsen's
voice, he actually sounded much younger.

I was clared o hear him say, “1 immedi-
ately started slecping bewer. Ie's been a won-
derful relicf.”

Since his surgery, Kjeldsen has elected 1o
return to Henry Ford Hospital o undergo
allesgy resting, where we comtinue 1o appre-
ciate their impeccable standards of patiemt
CaAre,

In order 1o keep care qualiny high and
costs low, Kjeldsen's sesting was faciliaed o
create a Cone swp shopping experience.”
Henry Ford Hospinal afforded Kjeldsen the
time and atention necessary to allow all of
his tests, resules and consuluions 1w eccur
within the very same visit,

For someone who needs every  free
moment he can squeese out of a day, chis
was worry [ree healeh care ‘catering” indecd.

Kjeldsen reflecs on his decision o seek
health care in the US by saying. “The expe-
rience was definitely worth 1. Dr. McLean
was very thorough and it is nice o know
that [ have my health back and everything is
taken care of.”

As part of IHP's service of obraining med-
wcal care for Canadians by US heldheare
professionals, the demils of cost concerns

and time hosizons for care are addressed

immediarchy. To make this as smooth as pos-
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sible, certain questions need o be answered.

The firse question always, and dghtully
0, revolves around costs. Canadian physi-
cians, on behalf of their patients, can submir
a request o the Ontario Minisury of Heslth
tor pre-approval wo reccive medical care in the
United States.

Based on rthe information submited by
the physician, OHIP may pay for the servic-
es. If OHIP denies the claim, patients may
pay in advance for these appoiniments with
out-of-pocket funds.

For diagnostic rests such as MRI, PET
scans, CT and ultrasounds, a physican’s pre-
scription is always required. A prescriprion is
not required for a second opinion, consulra-
tion, preventative testing such as body scans,
or procedures following a consulcation.

For a consultation with a US specialist,
IHP clients can expece to pay a couple of
hundred dollars. All payments are made in
US funds in the form of cash, cemified
cheques drawn on a US bank, US moncy
order or bank draft. For the more complex
treatments or surperics there is 2 wide range
of price, but not before a preferential dis-
count afforded 1o IHI clienes.

There it no standard list of prices as each
procedure depends on a variety of factors
such as anesthesia, which doctor and facilicy,
hospital bed and others. Av the end of the day
it becomes a very personal choice.

For some people, 4 new hip or knee is well
wortl the 320,000 price wg, They were sav-
ing it for a vacation or a new vehicle, yer were
in oo much pain o enjoy cither.

Internacional Health Care Providers Inc.
can expedite the connection to the US health
care provider including all administration,
wravel and scheduling needs. The only thing
the paticnt really needs o do is show up...t1o
the front of the line!

Each of us deserves prompe modical care
w0 we can ¢njoy the life thar we have created
for oursehves. Taking walks with your grand-
children or actively pursuing carcer goals
fuels a sense of joy and fulfillment so grea
there is no room for pain or restricdon.
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